Nearly 2 in 3
youth drowning incidents
occur within 10 feet
of saftey.
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Each day that passes, we lose two children

few children have access to water safety

to drowning-related incidents. Across the

training and too many children are at risk

country, drowning remains the second

for preventable injuries or death.

leading cause of unintentional death for
kids between the ages of 5 and 14. Of

The YMCA of the East Valley believes that

drowning incidents that occur, 60% are

learning how to be safe around water is not

within 10 feet of safety.

a privilege for some but a right for all.

These statistics illustrate a clear issue in
communities across the United States. Too
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To solve this problem in our community, the
YMCA of the East Valley piloted an aquatic
program that would make water safety
accessible. Safety Around Water, better
known as SAW, introduces children to vital
safety skills. From general safety tips to
floating techniques, each child that takes
the class walks away with newfound skills
and confidence while they’re in water.
In the summer of 2016, the Y served
over 404 children. Since then, the Y has
served 745 in our SAW program. It remains
a priority for our organization to be an

advocate for water safety and drowning
prevention in the communities we serve.

Due to the generosity of our donors, the Y
is working alongside Redlands Unified School
District to provide Safety Around Water to all
second graders in Redlands.
The Y is closing the gaps and eradicating the
barriers that stand in the way of children
learning water safety skills. Through the
support of our donors, we are working each
day to reduce and eliminate child drownings
in our community. In 2018, we expect to
serve at least 1,200 youth.

SAFETY AROUND

WATER
71% of the world is water; Children are 100% curious.

In 2016-2017,

745

children learned
water safety skills
in our pools.

In the past year, 745 kids entered
into our pools to learn water
safety skills. From introducing
them to floating to teaching them
about pool rules, the Y forged an
opportunity for hundreds of kids
to learn life-saving skills they may
have never had otherwise.
In May 2017, the Redlands YMCA
became home to second graders
from Franklin and McKinley
Elementary school. In an effort to

In 2018, we expect to serve at least

1,200
youth in our community.

make water safety accessible, the
YMCA and the Redlands Unified
School District worked closely
together to ensure that water
safety education was a part of
elementary student’s curriculum.

“With 26 kids in my class, I was
really shocked by how many of
them hadn’t had the opportunity
to go into a pool,” shared Christie
Moore, a second grade teacher at
McKinley Elementary.

Several of the students that
participated had never had any
formal swim lessons. For many
of them, attending the Y’s Safety
Around Water program was their
first experience in a pool.

Across our aquatic center, the
enthusiasm was tangible. Groups
of students listened attentively
to their instructors, waiting for
their chance to try out their new
skills. The kids weren’t the only

ones excited about Safety Around
Water, both parents and teachers
alike could not believe the growth
and enthusiasm they saw after
each session.
“Some of our kids that might
have trouble in school fitting
in, finding their place or have
bad behavior in the classroom
are succeeding when they’re in
the water. They’re calmer and
happier. They found a positive

outlet that keeps them engaged,”
said Christie.
After completing Safety Around
Water, 180 second grade
students left the Y with not just
new safety skills but a newfound
confidence.
“I had a student that was afraid
of the water when we began.
Her dad didn’t think she would
participate in the class. By the
second day, she was jumping

in with no fear. Safety Around
Water was life-changing for her,”
shared Christie.
The Y has ambitious plans to
extend the opportunity to 1200
kids in our community. Through
the support of our donors, we
will continue to advocate for
water safety access for all kids in
our community.

